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Plankensteiner Does Not Anticipate Claims 1 f 2, 6, 7, 9, and 25 

Claim 1 appears below. To aid in understanding the differences between 
the claim and Plankensteiner, applicant has added reference numeral to the 
claim to show how it reads on the embodiment of the invention shown in Fig. 2 of 
the application: 

1. A circuit comprising: 

a first transistor (202) adapted to connect an output terminal 
(1 1 2) of a first power supply (1 02) to a first load (1 04); 

a second transistor (204) adapted to connect a sense 
terminal (116) of the first power supply (102) to the first load (104); 
and 

a controller (210) adapted to provide an output signal to the 
first transistor (202) and the second transistor (204) to control the 
first transistor (202) and the second transistor (202). 

Plankensteiner does not anticipate claim 1 because it does not disclose 
transistors that connect the power supply and the load in the manner claimed. 
This can be seen by a close examination of Fig. 4 .of Plankensteiner (on which 
the Examiner relies) and by a careful reading of Plankensteiner's claim 1 . 
Transistor Mout (which the Examiner considers the claimed "first transistor') is 
not adapted to connect the load Rload to an output terminal of either power 
supply in the figure, V D d or Vext. Similarly, transistor Mseimse (which the Examiner 
considers the claimed "second transistor) is not adapted to connect an output 
terminal of power supply Vdd to the load Rload. 

When applicant pointed out these differences to the Examiner, he replied 
in his final action that u [T]he second transistor (Msgnse) in Fig. 4 of Plankensteiner 
connects the sense terminal of the power supply (V D d) to the load (Rload) 
through the comparator (356) 

This is not correct. First, there is nothing in Plankensteiner to indicate that 
Vdd has a "sense terminal," as that term is used in claim 1 . Second, there is 
nothing in Plankensteiner indicating that comparator 356 is somehow connected 
to Vdd to thereby influence its operation. To the contrary, the function of V 0 d is to 
generate a constant reference current, and that function does not change 
regardless of the output of the comparator. As stated clearly in Plankensteiner, 
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the comparator simply generates an "over current" (OC) signal to indicate an 
over current condition on the output" See col. 4, lines 7-13. Moreover, the 
Examiner did not address the first difference pointed out by applicant - that 
transistor Mout is not adapted to connect the Rload to an output terminal of any 
power supply, be it Vdd or V E xt. 

For at least these reasons, claims 1 , 2, 6, 7, 9 and independent claim 25 
(which contains limitations similar to claim 1) are not anticipated by 
Plankensteiner. 

Claims 3, 8, And 10-13 Are Not Unpatentable 
Over Plankensteiner In View Of Terrien 

Independent claim 10 contains limitations similar to those of claims 1 and 

25 noted above, limitations not disclosed in Plankensteiner. Terrien adds nothing 

to Plankensteiner in this respect. Thus these claims are not unpatentable over 

the two references for at least the reasons given above. 
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